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Overview

In an effort to educate and share information among staff about current health policy and program issues impacting both the Medicare and Medicaid programs, the Chicago Regional Office launched the CMS Region V Colloquia Series in the fall of 2001.  Since its inception, the series has proven to be an effective vehicle for sharing knowledge and information among and across branches and divisions and has provided the opportunity for policy experts to highlight their scope of work and the wealth of knowledge they possess.

Each month, staff from the divisions of Medicare Operations, Medicare Financial Management, Medicaid and Children’s Health and Survey and Certification host a one-hour presentation highlighting a current policy or program area.  All staff are invited to attend each colloquium. Recent colloquium topics have included, Medicare Approved Prescription Discount Drug Card, Medicare’s REACH program, Medicare Secondary Payer, Medicaid Financial Management, and Data Systems: OASIS and OSCAR.   

The Colloquia Series is seen as a valuable opportunity for staff to demonstrate and share their knowledge in a particular policy or program area.  Staff attending the series have a chance to gain knowledge about the scope of work of a particular program area or to learn about the impact of a policy issue on the various stakeholders. 

The Series also provides an opportunity for staff to enhance their public speaking skills and to strengthen their abilities to effectively articulate complex policy interpretations, program model frameworks and concepts.  Series presenters are also encouraged to use their creativity when presenting the information to engage the audience.  Past presenters have created interactive slideshow presentations, utilized audience participation, and have invited colleagues to present along side of them on a particular aspect of their topic.  By allowing each speaker in the series the flexibility to tailor their presentation in a format that is complimentary to their style encourages them to use their creativity in the design of their presentation and creates a sense of confidence in their public speaking abilities.

If your regional office or component is interested in starting their own Colloquia Series, please contact Michelle Baldi, Chicago Regional Office, at (312) 886-5913 or via email at mbaldi@cms.hhs.gov.  

